
Sacramento County Probation Department 

OPERATIONS ORDER 

Citations 

Purpose and Scope 
The Sacramento County Probation Department supports the issuance of citations in lieu 
of detention to release eligible persons arrested for misdemeanor or infraction offenses 
on a signed Promise to Appear, in accordance to Penal Code Section 853.6. 

Affected Personnel 
All employees assigned to Adult Community Corrections, Adult Court, Adult Field, 
Juvenile Court, and Juvenile Field 

Authority 

Penal Code Sections 853.5-853.8 

Effective Date 

August 4, 2020 

I. Guidelines

A. A citation is a written or electronic order issued by a law enforcement officer that
releases the person on the promise to appear in court at a specific date and time.

B. The issuing of citations should only be used in lieu of custody for qualified
offenses consistent with Penal Code section 853.6, and not to enforce
Infractions.

C. A Crime Report or Information/Incident Report shall be completed when an adult
or juvenile is cited.

D. If the person is not eligible for release with a citation, the officer shall indicate
the reason in the Arrest Report and Crime Report. The reasons for non-release
may include:

1. A level of intoxication indicating danger to self or others;
2. A need for medical care or examination, or the person is otherwise unable

to manage his/her own safety;
3. Charges of Section 40302 of the Vehicle Code when the person arrested:

a. Fails to present a driver's license or other satisfactory evidence of
identity;

b. Refuses to give his or her written promise to appear in court;
c. Demands an immediate appearance before a magistrate; or

Page 1 of 5 










